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Resource Packet for 9th-12th Grade Students 
Organized by Teach Plus Teachers

As students and families work in partnership with teachers to navigate an environment of dis-
tance and hybrid learning, Teach Plus teachers worked together to organize a printable packet 
to support students. This document is intended to serve as a quick resource of basic information 
that supports larger learning goals. The information in this packet is ideal for students 9-12 grades. 
This packet should not replace any guide/resource/tool given by your child’s teacher/school, 
but is an additional resource organized into the following parts:

Part 1: Reading/Language Arts Resources
This section includes language arts academic vocabulary words that your child’s teacher may 
use during instruction, activities, and assessment, as well as critical reading skills, critical thinking 
questions to ask while reading and suggestions for books to read.

Part 2: Math Resources
This section includes math academic vocabulary words that your child’s teacher may use during 
instruction, activities, and assessments, as well as reference sheets.

Part 3: New Mexicans to Research
This section will give examples of New Mexicans that have achieved various accomplishments. 
These individuals can be used as part of essays and research projects for class assignments and 
scholarships.

Part 4: Graduation Information
This section includes graduation requirements for current seniors and the state website for addi-
tional information for all high schools students. 

Part 5: Assessment Resources
This section gives information, testing dates, and websites for the PSAT, SAT and ACT assessments.

Part 6: Additional Resources
This section will provide contact information and links for COVID-19, mental health support, free 
educational resources, scholarship opportunities and more.
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Part 1: Reading and Language Arts Resources

Academic Vocabulary
Claim: State that something is true, usually without providing evidence or proof.
Create/Design: Graph data, generate an equation, an experimental protocol, or a model.
Predict: To say or estimate what will happen in the future.
Effect: A result or a consequence that can be positive or negative. (Effect is a noun, affect is a 
verb)
Differentiate: To see or show the differences between two or more things. (Distinguish means the 
same thing)
Evaluate: Judge it, tell the good and the bad.
Define: Give a meaning for a word or phrase.
Describe: To give a picture or characteristics of something in words.
Contrast: Point out differences, to examine two or more objects and consider the differences.
Compare: Point out similarities, to examine two or more objects and consider the likenesses. (If 
used without CONTRAST, it can mean both similarities and differences).
Identify: Name, list, and give an example.
Explain: Tell how to do, give the meaning of, or why, give reasons for.
Pose: To set forth in words; “To pose a question or hypothesis.”
Inquiry: Examine, analyze, explore, investigate, think, ask questions.
Summarize: Tell the main idea; tell the beginning, middle, and end.
Analyze: Break it into parts, tell about the parts.
Justify: Show or prove to be right or reasonable; be a good reason for something.
Support: Back it up or prove your answer with details or data.
Argue: Provide reasons or evidence to support or oppose.
Determine: Make a decision or arrive at a conclusion after considering all possible options, per-
spectives, or results.
Develop: Improve the quality or substance of.
Imagine: Create a picture in one’s mind; speculate or predict.
Integrate: Make whole by combining the different parts into one.
Interpret: Draw from a text or data set some meaning or significance.
Organize: Arrange or put in order.
Transform: Change in form, function, or nature to reveal or emphasize.

Critical Reading Skills
When reading a text follow these 5 steps to support your understanding and analysis of the text:

1. Survey: Read the preface, introduction, table of contents, and index before reading the 
content.

2. Ask Questions: Access prior knowledge or gaps in that knowledge that you hope to learn 
from the reading.

3. Read Actively: Pay close attention while reading for the answers to your questions or new 
information/key ideas.
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Books to Read:
 + Fahrenheit 451
 + Animal Farm
 + The Great Gatsby
 + Death of a Salesman
 + Romeo and Juliet
 + The Island of the Blue Dolphins
 + The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
 + To Kill a Mockingbird
 + 1984
 + The Catcher in the Rye
 + Lord of the Flies
 + Of Mice and Men
 + Brave New World
 + Hiroshima
 + In Cold Blood

 + Wuthering Heights
 + A Tale of Two Cities
 + The Chosen
 + The Scarlet Letter
 + The Odyssey
 + The Iliad
 + The Kite Runner
 + The Color Purple
 + A Raisin in the Sun
 + Pride and Prejudice
 + The Catcher in the Rye
 + The Grapes of Wrath
 + Lord of the Flies
 + Beowulf
 + The Crucible
 + Great Expectations

4. Respond to Your Own Questions: Write/highlight/annotate the answers to your questions. 
This may require rereading parts or all of the content.

5. Record Key Concepts: Write down key concepts in addition to the answers to your ques-
tions.

Critical thinking questions when reading a text:

1. What evidence can you present for/against …?
2. What is the purpose of the text?
3. What are the assumptions/generalizations being made in this text?
4. Are the claims being made based on evidence?
5. Does the evidence seem reasonable?
6. What might be missing from the text?
7. What might happen next?

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe-writing-centre/critical-reading-and-writing/critical-reading-questions

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe-writing-centre/critical-reading-and-writing/critical-reading-questions
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Part 2: Math Resources
1+4

Reference Sheets



5



6

Part 3: New Mexicans to Study

 + Mitch Garver (born 1991) – born in Albuquerque, baseball player
 + Mike E. Smith (born 1965) – born in Roswell, Hall of Fame jockey
 + Brian Urlacher (born 1978) – grew up in Lovington, NFL player
 + Paul Allen (1953–2018) – founded Microsoft in Albuquerque
 + Jeff Bezos (born 1964) – founder of Amazon
 + Mack C. Chase (born 1931) - oil and natural gas businessman
 + Billy the Kid (1859–1881) – outlaw
 + Jose Chavez y Chavez (1851–1924) – cowboy and outlaw
 + Annie Dodge Wauneka (1895–1997) – Navajo health educator, winner of Presidential Med-

al of Freedom
 + Juan Mirabal (1903–1970) – Taos Pueblo painter
 + George R. R. Martin (born 1948) – lives in Santa Fe, screenwriter and author of fantasy, hor-

ror, and science fiction
 + Robert O. Anderson(1917 - ) - Lives in Roswell Founder of ARCO Oil
 + Ralph Bunche (1903 - 1971) - Nobel Peace Prize winner from Albuquerque
 + Edward Condon (1902-1974) - born in Alamogordo, Manhattan Project
 + John Denver (1943 - 1997) -  Singer/songwriter born in Roswell
 + William Hanna - (1910- 2001)born in Melrose, film animator, creator of Tom & Jerry, Flint-

stones
 + Georgia O’Keeffe- (1887 - 1986) - American artist 
 + Harrison Schmitt (1935 - ) - Born in Santa Rita, Geologist, US Senator and Astronaut/Apollo 17

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_people_from_New_Mexico

Part 4: Graduation Requirements

“New Mexico’s graduation requirements are necessary for students to earn a Diploma of Excel-
lence, and provides students with strong preparation for college and career readiness. Currently, 
far too many students drop out or graduate from high school without the knowledge and skills re-
quired for success in the 21st century workplace and/or post-secondary education, closing doors, 
and limiting future options.”

Website to view full graduation requirements for classes 2021-2024:
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/college-career-readiness/graduation/

It is important to contact your school administration and review the NMPED Website for updates 
and changes in graduation requirements  and assessment.
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_people_from_New_Mexico
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/college-career-readiness/graduation/
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/
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Part 5: Assessment Resources

Websites for SAT Support:
 + SAT School Day with Essay - 2020-2021

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/SAT_School_Day_Fact_
Sheet_9.3.2020.pdf

 + SAT Student Guide  2020-2021
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/sat-student-guide.pdf

 + KHAN Academy - SAT Practice
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat

 + How to link Student College Board account to Khan Academy
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SAT_Khan_Academy.pdf

 + SAT Study Guide and Practice Tests
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/study-guide-students

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/SAT_School_Day_Fact_Sheet_9.3.2020.pdf
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/SAT_School_Day_Fact_Sheet_9.3.2020.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/sat-student-guide.pdf
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SAT_Khan_Academy.pdf 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/inside-the-test/study-guide-students
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Websites for PSAT Support:
 + PSAT 10 - 2020-2021

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/PSAT10.pdf
 + PSAT Student Guide Fall 2020

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-nmsqt-student-guide.pdf
 + PSAT Study Guide 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/practice

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/PSAT10.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-nmsqt-student-guide.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10/practice
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Websites for PSAT Support:
 + ACT College Entrance Exam

https://www.act.org/content/act/en.html
 + ACT Study Guide

http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Preparing-for-the-ACT.pdf

Part 6: Additional Resources

COVID-19 Related Contacts
1. COVID-19 School Reentry Resources and Updates:  

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/reentry-district-and-school-guidance/  
2. COVID-19 Updates and Resources from the NM Department of Health: 

https://cv.nmhealth.org/
3. Information for support with jobs, food, childcare and more: 

https://www.newmexico.gov/i-need-assistance/

https://www.act.org/content/act/en.html
http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Preparing-for-the-ACT.pdf
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/reentry-district-and-school-guidance/
https://cv.nmhealth.org/ 
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Mental Health Supports
1. NM Crisis and Access line: Call toll free anytime 24/7/365 1-855-NMCRISIS (662-7474) 

https://www.nmcrisisline.com/
2. Frequently asked questions about mental health and list of resources: 

https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ibeb/mhp/

Scholarships Opportunities
1. https://www.danielsfund.org/scholarships/daniels-scholarship-program/overview

2. https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/?SFMC_cid=EM361996-&rid=171950204
3. https://www.fastweb.com/
4. https://www.hsf.net/
5. https://www.discover.com/student-loans/college-planning/scholarships/award
6. https://www.elks.org/scholars/scholarships/mvs.cfm
7. https://scholars.horatioalger.org/scholarships/
8. https://heismanscholarship.com/application/are-you-eligible/
9. https://nmact.powermediallc.org/

FAFSA Resources 

1. Create FSA ID for Seniors 
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7ihhGk8mCY

2. Federal Application for Federal Student Aide for Seniors 
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz9j-g1FIHQ

Online Learning Sites
1. Brain POP Secondary- https://explore-brainpop.com/secondary
2. Code.org- https://code.org/
3. Common Sense Media- https://wideopenschool.org/#grades-9-12/
4. Science connections- https://www.exploratorium.edu/explore
5. Duolingo- https://www.duolingo.com/learn
6. Khan Academy- https://www.khanacademy.org/
7. IXL Worldwide- https://www.ixl.com/

teachplus.org

https://www.nmcrisisline.com/
https://www.nmhealth.org/about/erd/ibeb/mhp/  
https://explore-brainpop.com/secondary
https://code.org/ 
https://wideopenschool.org/#grades-9-12/
https://www.exploratorium.edu/explore
 https://www.duolingo.com/learn 
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
https://www.ixl.com/ 
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 

